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Solitude Montagnarde. By Ch~rle~ Gos. Pp. 286 .. : Victor Attinger, Neu- · 

chatel, 1943. · 
A MONTH's holiday in the Alps, at a time when the invading' crowd 
of visitors is gre.atest, has· been 'as much as most of us could hope for, 
when we could hope for anything at all: .The transformations that 
convert the summer Switzerland of dry glacier, vvarm, dry rock and 
green alp into a land of winter sports take place wl).en we are. far away ; 
nor is the time when their country is, so to speak, in foreign occupation 
favourable for observing the inhabitants of th~ High Alps under 
natural conditions. 

So, however much. we regret the .ill health which compels men like 
Charles Gos and John .A.ddington Symonds to make a prolonged stay 
where the snowline moves below them, we owe them 3 special debt 
of gratitude for sharing with us the good things they have found there. 

Both these writers are brought on to common ground by their 
feeling . for the beauty of the Alps ; t all seasons ; their appro3ch is 
different. Symonds wrote of the things · that belong to the Swiss 
people, their history, their social activities, their family life, their athletic 
meetings and their mountains. Gos writes of what belongs to the 
mountain, its glaciers, its forests, its wild ~reatures, marmots, chamois 
and others, its cattle and shee·p, its herdsmen, smugglers and the rest'; 
·all that it feeds and all whose life is regulated by its seasonal moods 
and by the penalties it imposes for inattention to its ways. 

He takes us through the full cycle of the year. We are introduced 
to his winter chalet at Tramail when the slopes seen across the valley 
begin to show the advance of spring, an advance interrupted by new 
falls of snow but marked by an upward retreat o( the snowline as 
certain as that of the ebb tide. And soon the moment comes to migrate 
to La Fouly in Val Ferret. It lies at the lower edge of a wood opposite 
the great curtai!l of rock and snow between Mont Dolent and the 
Tour Noir. · · 

After a short period when the cows are en champs, comes the' inalpe,' 
the great occasion when the cattle go up \ o enjoy the freedom and the 
fresh grass of the uncovered alp. You will know a lot more about the 
cows and the combative race d'Herens when you have read the book. 
Climbers are too busy climbing to have time for pleasant flirtations 

. like that of Gos with Venise. They will hesitate to load their ruck
sacks with the liberal provision of salt with which he regales . cows and . 
sheep. But they should stuqy the call that brings them round him in 
what may be' embarrassing numbers, for a successful imitation might 
enable them to anticipate the hour of milking and assuage their thirst. 

• 

As the year moves on we make acquaintance with all sorts of in
teresting creatures, the fat marmot, the wounded goat that walked on 
its forelegs, the butterfly stuck in the ice couloir and many others. 
There is a great wrestling bout between Venise and a rival queen, and 
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the human types are there too. There are smugglers taking Garibaldi 
(put that in your pipe and smoke it !) over an unfrequented snow pass 
in the vilest weather or violating exclusion orders due to foot and 
mouth disease, and a frontier guard with definite ideas about shooting 
them ; there are chamois hunters whose lack of success delights Gos, 
herdsmen and shepherds in their mountain solitudes or in festive mood 
celebrating the ' desalpe ' with drink and song. 

An occasional tourist passes, a young Englishman on a walking tour 
to Geneva whom Gos dissuades from trying to reach it over the 
Aiguilles Rouges du Dolent, or a climber of the now familiar type with 
pitons, mousquetons, etc., for whom Gos finds the perfect phrase ' il 
faisait tres face nord. ~ 

September 20, the ' desalpe.' The queens, the ' reine du troupeau ' 
and .the ' reine a lait ' are dressed for the occasion and Gos is allowed 
to lead the herd down to La Fouly, where it spends a short period 
' en autommage ' before going down the valley to its winter quarters . 

TQe sheep go later, and some of them pass several hours submerged 
in the snow before being rescued. Meantime the marmots have been 
lining and plugging their holes with hay and having a good clean out, 
so as not to dirty the home in the long months of suspended animation. 

Late in autumn comes the great fall of snow that will not disappear 
till the spring. You realise how good a thing a meteorological report 
can be as you read the description of these days that announce the 
arrival of winter arid the· evacuation of La Fouly. At Tramail ex
peditions up into the mountain or down to the village school or to a 
shepherd· or guide who is an old friend are made on ski. The simple 
life is really simple. No telegraph ; a cry of ' Ici Turin ' is not the 
telephone, only the voice of a girl scolding a cow that has· strayed during 
the daily outing to the water trough. 

Both here and at La Fouly we are given vivid pictures of the eJ?.dless 
changes of atmosphere and colour, pictures that are always true, and 
never try to say too mup ; Gos has spent too many hours alone with 
mountains to say anythrng but the truth about them dr to forget his 
own words : ' La voix des hommes est souvent mains belle que 1~ 
langage in time du silence.' · 

And it is refreshing to read a book in which every animal and every 
man is made likeable. One wants to meet them all, not only the 
exciting creatures, foxes, marmots, chamois, but Fero the dog, and 
Bouki the ass, Lubin the shepherd and Hercule the cheesemaker, 
and certainly the five-year old competitor who took a short cut in the 
slalom race and got a prize. And vvhen the Fohn comes, when the 
gutters g.urgle and the white slopes turn black and the first shy blooms 
pierce the snow, we are ready to go back and begin again. 

• 

R. L. G. lRVING . 
• 

• 

Eighty years in New Zealand. By G. E. Mannering. Pp. 255, 42 illustrations . 
Simpson and Williams, Christchurch, N ev1 Zealand. 

MR. MANNERING has written a delightful book of his experiences 
during a long life in which his work in the bank took him to various 
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parts of New Zealand. In his early days, before the motor car and the 
bridging of the rivers, a man had to take his holiday and get his sport 
within driving distance, and probably take a tent. Wherever the 
author was, he found something to his hand. When he was in Cante~ 
bury there were those five years of attempts on Mt. Cook by a party 
of men who in the eighties were not only guideless but had no ex-

. perien ce of ice \VOrk except What they could learn from books, until 
A. P. Harper joined them. These climbs, and how nearly they 
succeeded, are told in his T¥ith Axe and Rope in the ~Mew Zealand Alps. 
It is possible that the reason \N"hy Mr. Green's attempt on Mt. Cook in 
r88z. inspired him to take up the challenge was that, as a boy, he came 
to England for a year and in his holidays stayed with Mrs . . Fox, a 
relation, one of whose sons was already in New Zealand and who was 
with Mannering on his first attempt, while the other, Henry,. was the 
well known climber who later perished in the Caucasus. Puring those 
visits he would hear and see much that would fire hi~ imagination. 
Unfortunately for this review he has little further to tell us of later 
climbs in New Zealand. But he has other things to tell us, of racing on 
a ·high bicycle, of motor cars, of pig sticking and deer stalking, of 
hazardous trips in canoes, and above all of fishing. For he was, and 

· is, an enthusiastic fisherman and still kee.ps it up, for he is an extra
ordinarily active man .for his age, though he does go so far as to admit 
that now he finds uphill work rather strenuous. 

.. 

Being an autobiography, the book naturally contains rriany references 
to places that have changed and to people ~rho are gone and is written · 
for those who know, or know of, what he records·. In a few years it 
will be a valuable picture of life in New Zealand that will soon be a 
thing of the past. His photographs are numerous and well reproduced. 

11. E. NEvVTON . 

• 

Brenva. By T. Graham Brown. Pp. xiv, 225, 1t~ 72 i~lustrations and two 
maps. J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd., London, I . Pnce 25s. od. 

As will be exp'ected from so painstaking a writer as Professor Graham 
Brpwn, this book deals with every aspect of the face of Mont Blanc 
above the Brenva Glacier, both topographical and historical. It cannot 
be often that one square mile of the earth's surface has been honoured 
with some two hundred pages of print; yet the setting is noble enough 
for the subject, and the author's devotion to the scene transforms what 
might have been a ·mere monograph into a dram~ divided into three 
acts. His choice of the word ' triptych ' gives character and grace to 
the book : the three panels which called for the artist's hand, the Red 
Sentinel route direct to the summit, Route Major to the highest de
pression on Mont Blanc, and Via della Pera to the bastion of Mont 
Blanc de Courmayeur. The first two panels were completed in 1927 
and I 928 by Mr. Smythe and the author, the third panel not until five 
years later, under the leadership of Alexander Graven. 

Such in brief is the lay out of the book, but this gives little evidence 
of the extraordinary attention to detail and clearness of exposition 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• REVIEWS 449 

which make the way plain to the reader, helped further as he is by the 
admirable photographs and their explanatory notes which are group~d 
at the end. When one remembers the difficulty in these days of pro
viding paper of adequate quality, a high word of praise is due to the 
publishers for the care given in reproduction, which is fully in keeping 
with the author's own thoroughness. . 

The story begins with daydreams born of Mr. Mason's famous 
narrative ·in ·Running Water and nourished by study of the· map in 
Baedeker's Guide. These dreams took more concrete shape in a 
distant view of the face from Val Veni, with a portion of Route Major 
seen in profile. In the event, the Sentinel route took precedence of 
Route Major ; technically easy but exposed, flS the author describes it, 
it has the advant.age that there is no occasion to cross the great couloir 
below the upper ice cliffs, which can at no time be altogether free from 
danger. During their bivouac at the Red Sentinel in 1927, a fall of 
seracs occurred during the night past the rock. In this connexion, 
there is a discrepancy in the accounts of the two climbers, for while 
Professor Graham Brown states that his corp.panion must have slept 
through it, Mr. Smythe states that in their secure shelter they could 
' appreciate to the full this unique experience.' Apart from other such 
minor discrepancies, there is a marked difference in the two accounts 
of the 1928 ascent of Route J\1ajor, for Mr. Sm;:the describes long and 
exhausting bouts of step-cutting on the upper snow aretes, where 
Professor Graham Brown found the actual going humdrum. A com
parison of the times taken on these two first ascents, and the dryness of 
t~e 1928 season, point to the probability that the 1928 route did involve 
considerable step-c11:tting, and that the amount of time spent on the 
upper aretes was as much due to the need for ic.e work as to the heavy 
rucksacks carried by· the party. The effect produced on the memory 
by. the individual responsibility in leading is well discussed on pp. 
I I 9- I 2 I ; and it was in part the desire to test his own experiences 
which led Professor Graham Brown to repeat Route Major in 1933, 
under Graven's leadership ; this., and the feeling that, in comparison 
with the Sentinel climb, Route Major was ' slighted· by neglect.' 

The narrative of Via della Pera, the third panel in the triptych, is 
perhaps the best portion of the book, Full honour is paid to Graven's 
guiding, and it is pleasant to read how well he understood and shared 
the author's longing to complete the unfinished picture ; and it was a 
fortunate inspiration of Professor Graham Brown to christen the · 
pinnacle at the end of the climb Aiguille de la Belle Etoile. This small 
needle in its dramatic setting brings a· note of romance into the stern 

· scenery, and with its conquest the book draws to a happy close in the 
moonlight of V al V eni. 

There is one characteristic of this book which calls for . special 
mention : professor and poet meet at the glacier table. The grave 
student of Alpine detail may admire the scholarship with which each 
step is traced out, whether in the execution of ~he climbs or in the 
plans .which slumbered in others' minds, or even in the question of the 
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putative parentage of that problem child, a direct route to Mont Blanc 
from the Brenva basin. But the general reader, who cannot fail to 
mark the author's enthusiasm for the glorious scene of his labours, will 
realise this the more fro~ a study of the graceful lines of poetry which 
give harmony to each chapter and li_ft the mind above the · physical 
struggle to the clearer air of contemplation. Professor Graham Brown 
has deserved well of Mont Blanc. 

• • 

Switzerland and the English. By Arnold Lunn. Pp. 253, illustrations. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, London, 1944· Price 1 ss. od. 

ALL who have.pad the good fortune to read The Mountains of Youth 
and Mountain Jubilee will. agree that no one could be better fitted than 
their author to write a book on Sw-itzerland and the English ; and a 
phrase from his Dedicatory Letter : ' I am native nowhere except 
among the snows of Switzerland,' gives added reason. 

It has always been a just reproach that the great majority of the 
British who visited Switzerland knew little of the real backgrounc;l to 
the Alps or the country and its people. Their short holidays were 
generally spent in the high Alpine resor~s and were largely taken up 
with mountaineering and skiing. To help increase such knowledge 
the first half of the book makes a most valuable and satisfying con
tribution. For in it M~. Lunn with his cu~tomary literary skill sketches 
the steady growth in appreciation of the mountains from a time (not 
so long ago) when they were actively disliked to recent days when . 
sentiments towards them changed so completely. This part includes 
a learned chapter on the reactions to nature of the Greeks, Romans and 
Hebrews, and with many verses and quotations illustrates how by their 
painting and writing the artists and great poets of the· last century 
gradually came to express themselves as lovers of the Alps. There is 
also a clear-cut vignette of recent Swiss history showing how the birth 
and rise of the Confederation to its present position as the petfect 
democracy c~me about. To this outline the last chapter,' Switzerland 
and the Swiss,' makes a happy epilogue. I fear that this brief summary 
gives a most inadequate picture of a brilliant study, which is one of 
the best surveys of this nature that has yet been attempted. 

In the second part of the book the author deals with a diversity of 
subjects, but is mainly concerned with the literary and Alpine ac
tivities . of British mountaineers and skiers. I venture to suggest, 
however, that in his remarks in the two chapters on the Alpine Club-

• 

' Portrait of a Club ' the author is not on such sure ground. He 
appears to concentrate rather on the fault~ of the early days of the Club 
than on .its virtues, and after all most clubs have their faults. And 
although, as he himself points out, the Club has always been most 
representative of the social life of the times, he seems surprised to find 
that in the Victorian era its members strongly reflected Victorian ways. 
Of course, it may be that in the year 2000 many mountaineering and· 
skiing clubs of the present day will appear as faintly ridiculous to the 
climbers and ski runners of the future. But I question whether in 
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these chapters sufficient credit is given to the pioneers who did so much 
to found a club, which has flourished for nearly ninety years with high 
prestige all over the world, and which is likely to go on doing so for 
at le.ast another ninety years that is, if civilisation lasts as long. 

Later in the book comes a strong plea for the justification of the 
British ski racer and downhill runner. But one wonders whether the 
effects of the author's persuasive arguments are not weakened· by 
some passages he quotes from the book of his son, Peter Lunn, H£gh 
Speed Skiing. For instance : ' Racers get very little pleasure out of 
skiing even when they are not racing and it appears that the longer · 
one has skied the less one ' enjoys it .. ' And again : ' As soon as the 
day comes that the minimum speed at which he begins to draw pleasure 
from skiing is faster than the maximum speed. at which he can ski 
without being frightened, he will cease to enjoy skiing. It is difficult 
to say why a skier who has reached this stage should continue to 
ski ... ' It is only fair to add that at the beginning of the preseht 
book Peter Lunn is quoted as having written his father that he recently 
enjoyed some skiing on Mount Etna, where presumably there ~re 
neither funiculars nor races ! 

No one has ever denied that downhill ski running like Rugby 
football and hunting · is a fine sport or that a small band of courageous 
British ski racers in the years before this war made a magnificent con
tribution to interna~ional ski rac!ng. But, at the same time, when one 
used to watch the hordes of young British men and women rushing 
on ski down hard polished tracks with stop watches in their hands, 
journeying back to the top of the run by funicular or ski lift to repeat 
the same performance over and over again as long as daylight per
mitted, one cquld not help realising how much these promising young 
skiers were missing of the real mountains and their joys. . 

The book touches upon many other original ideas and theories· 
which I have not space to mention in this review, but I am sure that it 
\Nill be widely read and .discussed, not only by those interested in 
Swit?.:e rland and its mountains but also by many 'others. Finally, I 
would commend to all authors the admirable notes grouped together 
at the end of the book. 

E. B. BEAUMAN. 

La Suisse et ses amis./ By .C-E. Engel. Pp. 270, ·with 8 illustrations. Aux 
Editions de la Baconniere, Neuchatel, 1944. 

THE reviewer feels himself inadequate to do justice to this book which 
should be dealt with by a scholar and historian. Its charm, how.ever, 
will appeal to travellers who with a progressive experience of the Alps 
have begun to take an increasing interest in the reactions of their 
predecessors in the past. 

The authoress explains in her preface that she writes of the com
paratively happy days of the eighteenth century, when in spite of wars 
and invasions·, Europeans were becoming more preoccupied with 
philosophy and literature than with politics and n~tionalism. She 
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stresses the importance of the part that Switzerland played in this 
development. · 

The characters that Mlle Engel deals with are one and all friends of 
Switzerland. It may be an English peer seeking to make terms-with 
a pension for finishing his son's education, or it may be Mlle Aissee 
with her amazingly romantic career beginning in the Constantinople 
slave market and ending in a Paris salon, or it may be the. privileged 
inhabitants of Switzerland itself. 

From England, France and Poland the pilgrims of culture set forth 
armed with sheaves of introductory letters worded in the elaborate 
and ingenious courtesy common at that period, and addres~ed to the 
leading notabilities in each city that it was proposed to visit. Some of 
the distinguished inhabitants of Berne, Geneva and Zurich seemed to 
have friends in every capital in Europe. M·lle Engel paints a vivid 
picture of them all. She treats her subjects with sympathy through 
which from time to time there penetrates a gentle irony that is most 

• attractive. · 
A significant passage from a letter of Voltaire to Keats quoted in the 

book indicates the coming revolution in the feeling for mountains : 
' I like the mountains better since you have embellished them. You 
make horror agreeable.' · 

But the most important figure among all the friends of Switzerland 
and one whose charms and virtues the authoress has done much to 

• • 

make known to the world is Horace Benedict de Saussure. She 
emphasises his disinterested love of science and .of mountains. Yet 
' mountqins for him are much more than laboratories,' and this, as she 
explains, is the reason for his disregarding the attempts made by his 
friends to dissuade him from risking his life in exploring Mont Blanc. 

Among the last characters to be described is J. D. Forbes, the 
-distinguished geologist and explorer of the Alps who was the link 
between Saussure and the modern mountaineers who began their 

. activities in the latter half of the last century. This is a book of per
manent value. Its illustrations are excellent. 

C. F. MEADE. 
' 

Ski Track on the Battlefield. By V. A. Firsoff. Pp. x, 158, 37 illustratio.ns . 
Lindsay Drummond Ltd., London, I943· Price xzs. 6d. 

MILITARY skiing played.a remarkable part in. winter warfare dur:ing the 
present struggle on various fronts. Mr. Firsoff's treatise is therefore 
of considerable inter~st. It is a pioneer work (to use the author's 
expression), being the first book published in English on military 
skiing. Like all pioneering, the ~uthor's task was certainly far from 
easy. The sources of information were limited, particularly as regards · 
modern developments and their application in this war, the details of 
which are kept under the close cover of military secrecy. Consequently, 
the book is of a so~ewhat- scrappy character, some aspects being only 
touched upon, while others are discussed more fully: Considering 
these difficulties, however~ the author has done a good piece of work. 
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The book begins with a historical outline showing that ~he military 
application of skiing goes back many centuries. Then follows a 
description of the use and organisation of skiing in the armies of 
various nations. The Scandinavian armies, for obvious reasons, are 
treated in more detail ·than the others. The last few chapters describe . 
the part played by skiing in the present war, and the chapter on the · 
war in Finland belongs· to the best and most coherent in the whole 
book. But, as the authot points· out, most of the material available for 
him was · more descriptive than informative. 

It is beyond the reviewer's competence to criticise . the author's 
statements on the military application of skiing. Those referring to· 
equipment and winter conditions are on the whole in line with the 
recognised practice of ordi~ary civilian skiing. Sollle details of ter
minology might be contested, for instance .the statement (p .. 1 I I) that 
' it is useful to have the toe of the boot properly nailed for step
cutting.' · 

The i11ustrations are of a pictorial character and have little pearing on 
!:he text. The appended bibliography contains over 70 items. 

J. z. BUJAK. 

• THE ALPINE CLUB LIBRARY 
' 

• 

BY F. OuGHTON, Assistant Librarian . 
. 

The following h ave been added to the Library : · 

Publications of Clubs and Societies 

American Alpine Club, New York City, U.S.A. · The American Alpine 
Journal. .Vol. v, No. 2~ Issue I 6. 9 X 6 : pp. I63-3 I I. Portraits, illustrations, 
sketch map. . I944 

Appalachian Mountain Club, Boston, U .S.A. Appalachia, N. S. Vol. x, 
No. 7· 9 t X St : pp. I36 .: illustrations, portraits . June 1944 

Cambridge University Mountaineering Club. Cambridge Mountaineering, 
I944· 8tx· Si: pp. 8I : illustrations, sketch map. I944 

,Climbers' Club, London. Rules and List of M embers. 6 x 4: pp. 40 1944 
Club Alpin Suisse, Section Chaux-de-Fonds. Rapport Annuel. N o. 49· 

7fX Si : pp. 9I : illustrations. 1943 
Club Andino Bariloche, Argentina. M emoria I943, Duodecirpo Ejercicio, 

I3 de Agosto I942 IJ de Agosto I943· 8tx st : pp. I 10 : illustrations, 
sketch maps. · 1943 

Fell and Rock Climbing Club of the English Lake District. Vol. xiv, . 
No. I (No. 38) : 8ix si : pp. 74: coloured plate, illustration s. 1944 
Rules, List of M embers, M eets . s t x 4 t : pp . 72. · 1944 

Ladies' Alpine Club, London. Annual Repqrt and List of Members. 
8tX 5! : pp. 56 : articles, illustrations . 1944 

Mazamas, The Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Mazama. Vol. xxv, No. 12 : 
rot x 6! : pp. 62 : illustrations, chart of profile measurements of Eliot 
Glacier, Mt. Hood, Oreg<:>n : List of members. December 1943 

Mountain Club of South Mrica, Cape Town. Journal, No. 46 for the year 
1943. 8t X s! : pp. 86, xii: illustrations, portrait of William Mann 1944 
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